[The effect of basic therapy on the morphological picture of the rectal mucosa in patients with rheumatoid arthritis].
140 rectal mucosa biopsies were obtained from 86 patients with rheumatoid arthritis (RA), from 54 RA patients prior to or after a year basic therapy with either methotrexate or sulfa drug (sulfasalazine or salazopyridazine). 80% of the examinees exhibited large macrophages, lymphoid follicules, IgM- and IgG-containing cells. The knowledge of the initial morphologic changes in the rectal mucosa from RA patients helps predict efficacy of methotrexate or sulfonic drug treatment. Rectoromanoscopy with biopsy proved important diagnostic tool in RA capable of differentiating the disease variants, prompting valid therapeutic approach with control of the treatment results.